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morality of ganders is infinitely higher than that of man during the 
relatively recent past* Unions among geese, although not formalized by law or 
religion, are, except for the intervention of man or accident, permanent and 
unbroken. Normally, there is no such thing as divorce aaong geese* once the 
family relationships are established in a goose society, there is no philandering, 
although I have newr seen the gender who didn’t suspect the worst of every male 
goose and ha If the females. 

As recently as the middle ages, man engaged in practises that he today 
considers highly immoral. The French term "droit du seigneur" refers to the right 
of the lord of the manor to enjoy the sexual fevors of all his female serfs. 

Should their number exceed his interest or capacity, the lord had the right to 
delegate this right, a power regularly employed to increase his manpower. During 
the period immediately prior to the Civil War in the u nited States, a similar 

privelege was exercised by some slave owners. 

Of equal lasciviousness was the "jus primae noetis", or Ihe right of the 
first night. T^is was thenright of the estate hanager to replace the husband in 




bed the night of the marriage. T hose bMdegroomJ^'who had 5 shillings and 6 pence 
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considered ilEB±xxa± Ms wife’s first favor worth that sum could redeem her from 
the manager uppn payment of this sex ransom* In some parts of Europe, the 
nature and value of the bribe required to deny the manager the right to lie with 

another man’s wife her hr i dal night, were measured otherwise. One regulation 

authorized the bride to protect her own chastity upon payment of a nominal su$ 

and salt in a dish large enough &r her to sit in* Still elsewhere, the bride 

could save herself by payment of a hunk of cheese or butter "-fee size of her seat”. 

simile r 

In "The Fair M aid of Perth", Sir Walter Scott refers to the ancient 
Scottish custom which "assigned such a privelege to every feudal lord over his 
female vassals, -though lack of spirit or love of money hath made many exahenage 
it for gold." 

Hot even a fox could make such allegations against the male goose, either 
the flock sire or any other mated gander. Nor eon it honestyly be said that a 
married goose id a flirt, a coquette, or any other kind of a home wrecked. They 
ere the most solid members, and by man’s standard, the most honorable and moral 



in the animal kingdom, 




